LITERATURE CIRCLES

A STUDENT-LED LITERATURE-BASED DISCUSSION

Here’s what YOU WILL NEED:

1. A READER’S JOURNAL – Dedicated Notebook
a. Must Be

i. A spiral notebook or

ii. A composition book or

iii. A folder with prongs

b. Must Not be

i. A NOTEBOOK FROM ANOTHER CLASS

ii. A SECTION IN YOUR BINDER

2. WILLINGNESS TO WORK

There are at least eight jobs to do. Some are required, while others are choice jobs:

1. Required Roles

i. Discussion Director or Leader

ii. Connection Maker

iii. Travel Tracker AKA Globe Trotter



iv. Wordsmith AKA Passage Pointer

v. Vocabulary Highlighter AKA Word Master

vi. Investigator

2. Choice Roles

i. Summarizer

ii. Illustrator

Wordsmith AKA Passage Pointer: Your job is to locate a few special sections of the text that you think your group would like to read aloud. The idea is to help people remember some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the text. You decide which passages or paragraphs are worth hearing, and then jot plans for how they should be shared. You can read the passages aloud yourself, or ask someone else to read them, then discuss them as a group.
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[image: image2.wmf]Vocabulary Highlighter: Your job is to point out words in the reading that are important or interesting for some reason. Choose words that are confusing, new, familiar but used in an unfamiliar way, from another language, invented. Anything that makes a word stand out for you is important. As you read, (1) write down each important word along with the page number on which it appears (it may appear more than once –list all pages), (2) its dictionary definition, (3) why you noticed it.  Be prepared to discuss how the choice of that particular word adds to the story, how it makes you feel, why the author may have chosen that word, and so on. You should use/create a graphic organizer for this job. You should never actually use a highlighter in the book.

[image: image3.wmf]Travel Tracker AKA Globe Trotter: Your job is to carefully track where the action is happening in today’s reading. Tell the group (1) where the characters have moved to and from and (2) describe each setting in detail either in words or in map form, or (3) draw the picture for the group. Be sure to (4) give the page locations where the scene is described.
[image: image4.wmf]Summarizer: Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today's reading. Your group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute statement that covers the key points, main highlights, general idea and essence of today's reading assignment.
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Investigator: Your job is to dig up some background information on the book and any topic related to it. Use whatever means you have at your disposal: encyclopaedias, internet, other humans.
This is NOT a formal research project. The idea is to find information that interests you and helps the group to better understand the characters, setting and plot of the book. Use graphic organizers such as Characterization Charts, Plot Diagrams, etc.

[image: image6.wmf]Connector: Your job is to connect the contents of the reading selection to current or past real world events and experiences. You will also connect the reading to other forms of literature, music, art and/or media. This is about allusions (not illusions) or connections.
Discussion Leader/Director: Your job [image: image7.png]


is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the book and direct the discussion by asking each member for their input based on their current role. You are responsible for ensuring that everyone is involved in the discussion. Don't worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the "big ideas" in the reading and share their reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings and concerns as you read, which you can list below, during or after your reading.

[image: image8.wmf]Illustrator: Your job is to draw some kind of picture related to the reading. It can be a sketch, cartoon, diagram, flow chart or stick-figure scene. You can draw a picture of something that's discussed specifically in your book, or something that the reading reminded you of, or a picture that conveys any idea or feeling you got from the reading. Any kind of drawing or graphic is okay - you can even label things with words if that helps. You might like to consider running a picture notes session for your group.

Literature Circle Ground Rules

1. No reading ahead.

2. You must begin discussion sessions within 1 minute.

3. All literature circle jobs must be completed in your journals BEFORE discussions.

4. Make predictions in your journal at the end of each round.

5. At silent reading – (1) read to catch up, or (2) do extension activities.

6. Only one person can talk at a time;

a.  everyone shares and listens to each other’s ideas, and

b.  interruptions or put-downs are strictly prohibited.

7. Use context clues to figure out word/phrase meanings.

8. Use the context of the story to understand character attitudes/behaviours.

9. The discussion leader calls on group members to share.

10. It is the discussion leader’s responsibility to:

a.  keep a list of all the names/jobs being done in each round; and

b.  write questions for every job being done in each round.

11. Discussion participants can pass once when they are called upon in each round.

12. Back up your opinions with facts or support from the text.

Extension Activities for your Literature Circle Journal

Individual Activities – You must do a minimum of 5 individual extension activities by the completion of the book. Extension activities must be done in your journal.

1. Create a poster advertising the book. – Rough Draft

2. Create a movie poster based in the book. – Rough Draft

3. Write a summary of a sequel to the book. – Rough Draft

4. Do a timeline (in plot diagram form) for the story (per chapter). - Graphic Organizer

5. Create a CD Cover for the audio book version of the book. – Full Writing Process

6. Do a short report on the author’s life. – Rough Draft

7. Interview the author. – Rough Draft

8. Write an alternative ending. – Rough Draft

9. Add a new character to a section of the book. – Rough Draft

10. Create a piece of artwork to interpret a part of the book: collage, B-n-W Drawing, Coloured Pencil drawing, painting, sculpture, mobile, diorama, etc. etc. – Rough Draft

11. Write an original skit based on a section of the book. – Full Writing Process

12. Create a new design for a book cover. – Full Writing Process

13. Write a diary or journal entry as a character from the story. – Rough Draft

14. Write a letter (persuasive letter) recommending the book to a librarian. – Rough Draft

15. Create an interview for a character (or more). – Rough Draft

16. Write a letter to (or from) a character. – Rough Draft

17. Create a tombstone for a character. – Rough Draft

18. Write a eulogy for a character. – Rough Draft

19. Plan a party for one (or more) character(s) from the book. – Rough Draft

20. Write a song and/or dance based on something from the book: character, scene, event, etc. – Full Writing Process

21. Create a bookmark featuring your favourite character or the character you consider to be the most significant in the book. – Full Writing Process

22. Create a commemorative stamp for a key character or scene, or focus on an important theme from the book. – Full Writing Process

23. Student Choice – teacher approval required.

Group Extension Activities

You must do a minimum of 2 group extension activities by the completion of the book. Groups can be no larger than 4. I have to approve of the group you want to work with.

1. Do a Reader’s Theatre Performance of an important scene from the book. – Full Writing Process & Performance/Video

2. Recreate the book as a children’s book. – Full Writing Process

3. Perform a lost scene from the book. This would be like a deleted scene that could fit into the story line somewhere, but isn’t in the book itself. – Full Writing Process and Performance/Video

4. Panel Debate: Have a debate over an issue brought forward in the book. – Performance/Video

5. Do a puppet show based on a scene from the book. – Stage Set/Puppets & Performance/Video

6. Do a read aloud of a section of the book (including reading the section and the discussion) – Whole Circle Group & Performance/Video

7. Create a board game based on the book. – Full Writing Process/Create Game with packaging

8. Reader-on-the-street interview(s). – Live/Video

9. Do an impersonation of a character in costume with props. – Performance/Video

10. Do an interview with a character in costume with props. – Full Writing Process and Performance/Video

11. Do a performance of a news broadcast covering events from the book. This could be based on your (individual) timeline. – Performance/Video

12. Student Choice – teacher approval required.
Grading Procedures

Literature Circle Group Grades will be determined based on the following criteria:

a) Follow the ground rules.

b) Must start in 1 minute.

c) Everybody should be reading/following along.

d) Cooperation is expected.

e) Be open to discuss anything being shared.

f) Listen actively – pay attention to and look at the person talking.

g) Everyone should be participating.

h) Be prepared to be in the discussion; do your job.

i)  Statement(s) you make must be supported by facts or details from the text.

Literature Circle Journals will be graded based on the following criteria:

a) Do your Job work in your journal.

b) Needs to be neat, legible, and literate.

c) All individual extension activities need to be done in journal.
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Jobs List







Group Member’s Names & Initials

A – DISCUSSION LEADER





____________________
____

B – Connection Maker





____________________
____

C – Travel Tracker/Globe Trotter




____________________
____

D – Wordsmith/Passage Pointer




____________________
____

E – Vocabulary Highlighter/Word Master



____________________
____

F -  Investigator






____________________
____

G – Summarizer






____________________
____

H – Illustrator
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____
