
Journal Prompts
•A good reader thinks about what he or she reads.  What’s something you think is especially important or interesting in your reading? Reflect on why these things stand out in your mind.

•In our own lives, where we are and conditions (weather, time of day, who we’re with, where we are) can really affect us. Talk about how setting has affected you in the past – and how it affects characters and actions in the book.

•What can we learn from characters in the book and their experiences? (For example: that sometimes we are victims of our circumstances, that getting to know someone helps us appreciate them more, that we should accept responsibility for our actions, etc.). In addition to saying what we can learn, explain how that could apply in your life or the life of someone you know.

•Create a fortune line diagram of what has been going on in a character’s life. Annotate your fortune lines with events and an explanation of why you drew each segment as you did. Include at least 5 events.

•Pick one character that interests you. Write about how the character reminds you of someone you know. Write also about times when you’ve been most like this character.

•Assume the following are criteria of effective writing:

-It captures your attention, hooks you,

-It makes you think even after you stop reading,

-It paints pictures in the reader’s mind,

-It surprises the reader – seems fresh, not predictable or clichéd,

-It helps you reflect on your own life or world.

Using these criteria, evaluate the quality of the book you’re reading.

· Does the book . . .

· capture your attention, hooks you?

· make you think even after you stop reading?

· paint pictures in the reader’s mind?

· surprise the reader – seems fresh, not predictable or clichéd?

· help you reflect on your own life or world?

•Use words or phrases, comparisons, figures of speech and other elements you select to help us see where you think the author is most effective in writing. Tell why you think your selection(s) work as they do.

•Find quotations (in Bartlett’s or a similar source, song lyrics, a cartoon, or a real world symbol that you think represents what the author wants us to think about. Explain your choice and be sure to link it with the book.

•What advice would you give a character at this point in the book? Defend why you think it’s good advice. Do you think the character would accept your advice? Why or why not?

•Be a detective. Develop a profile of a character of your choice by giving details about the character and why you think each one is important for us to know. Create a T matrix for your lists. Add to the list as you continue to read. See if you can figure out what makes the character tick.

Journal Prompts - Advanced

•Your job as a skilled reader is to make “Ahas!!!” happen when you read. What’s an insight you had while reading today – or what general connection did you make between the book and you life (or life in general)?

•Think about how the setting of the book actually influences what happens in the book. Explain how it works. In what ways is that similar to or different from how “setting” affects your life?

•What’s a big idea (for example: fear, competition, belonging, hero, villain, misunderstanding, etc.) in the part of the book you’re reading now? Find examples of the same big idea in other places (music, T.V., newspapers, magazines, play, other books, art. How does looking at the same idea in more than one place affect your thinking and why?

•Sketch what’s going on in 2 characters’ heads at this point in your reading. Be sure to reflect their thinking about events and not just the events themselves. Label your drawings so they’re clear to others.

•Pick one character that interests you. Write about how the character reminds you of someone you know. Write also about times when you’ve been most like this character. To what degree do you think the character is “universal”?

Assume the following are criteria or effective writing:

-It captures your attention, hooks you,

-It makes you think even after you stop reading,

-It paints pictures in the reader’s mind,

-It surprises the reader – seems fresh, not predictable or clichéd,

        -It helps you reflect on your own life or world.

Using these criteria, evaluate the quality of the book you’re reading.

•.Think about places where you feel the author is particularly effective in his/her writing. Analyze why you feel that way! What literary devices (or other techniques) may contribute to the effect.

•Write a poem or lyric that you think gets at what really matters in the book at this point.

•The choices we make shape our lives for better or for worse. Remember that often “not to decide is to decide.” How does a major character in the book make choices – on what bases? How do you feel about his/her reasons for making choices? Could the character do better in that regard? Given a continuing pattern of choice making over time, what would you predict would be his/her quality of life.

•To what degree in a character of your choice a representative of a particular culture. Write or make a bubble map to prove your conclusion. Be sure to address multiple elements related to culture (language, clothing, values, customs, geography, food, etc.)
