Possible Argumentative Research Questions

Free Speech

1. Should newspaper reporters be required to reveal their sources? 

2. Should a rating system be required for song lyrics? 

Armed Services

1. Should the United States have mandatory military conscription? For whom? 

2. Should women serve in military combat?

Government

1. What role should the federal government take in dealing with the problem of AIDS, homelessness, or other widespread social, medical, and economical problems (pick only one problem for a focus)? 

2. Should the federal government provide health care for all citizens who cannot afford their own? 

3. Should the United States force democracy upon other nations? 

4. Does the U.S. government do enough to ensure food safety?

5. Are the D.A.R.E. programs and other anti-drug programs effective?

6. What can the federal government do to improve health care for current and former soldiers?

Media Issues

1. Is rap music misogynistic?

2. Should video games be censored?

3. Does rap music perpetuate stereotypes about African Americans?

4. To what extent should advertising aimed at children be regulated by law? 

5. Does television violence contribute to juvenile crime?

6. Do talk shows exploit society's victims?

7. Are movie ratings effective in curbing violence?

8. Does televising trials demean justice?

9. Does media violence contribute to society's violence?

10. Is television harmful for children?

11. Should the Federal Communications Commission tighten regulations on the content of radio talk shows?

Employment Issues

1. Should laws regarding minimum wage (or the forty-hour work week) be revised? 

2. Should the government provide child day care centers for working parents? 

3. What impact on the family (or the workplace) have changes in gender roles had? 

Science

1. Should genetic engineering be controlled by law? 

Sports

2. Have the large salaries of professional athletes had a negative impact on the athletes or the sports? 

3. How should colleges manage their athletic programs in relation to their academic goals? 

4. Can competitive sports be unhealthy?

Women’s Issues:

1. Do "beauty" contests (Mr. America, Miss America, etc.) serve any purpose in society? 

2. Was the Salem Witchcraft hysteria caused by a fear of women?

Education

1. What techniques should the public schools use to strengthen literacy at all grade levels? 

2. Should children be required to attend school past the age of sixteen? 

3. Should disabled children be mainstreamed?

Immigration

1. Should English be declared the official language of the United States? 

2. Are illegal immigrants harming America?

3. To what extent should bilingual education be offered in public schools? 

Health Issues

1. Should tobacco companies be held responsible for smoking-related illnesses and deaths? 

2. Is America's drinking water safe?

3. What types of regulations of smoking in public places should the legal system impose? 

Crime & Punishment

1. Should violent juvenile criminals be tried as adults?

2. Can prison boot camps reform young defenders?

3. Is juvenile crime a serious problem in the schools?

Animal Rights

1. Is animal experimentation justified? 

2. Is the Endangered Species Act effective?

3. Will genetically altered animals benefit humankind?

Homelessness

1. Do shelters help the homeless?
Miscellaneous

1. Should marijuana be legalized?
