Eighth Grade Argumentative Research Paper (T2)

Overview: Argumentative communication involves defining issues and proposing viable solutions.
Some argumentative works include debates, problem/solution essays, speeches, and letters to the
editors. According to the North Carolina Standard Course of Study, all students, by the end of eighth
grade, should be able to construct engaging and thoughtful solutions to problems as well as detailed,
well-argued, coherent, and convincing responses.

Objective: Complete an argumentative research paper that will be completed by the end of the third
quarter.

Required Project Components:

An argumentative research paper is a combination of a traditional research paper and a persuasive
essay. An argumentative paper makes a claim about a topic and justifies this claim using research-
based, specific evidence. The claim could be an opinion, a policy proposal, an evaluation, a cause-
and-effect statement, or an interpretation. The goal of the argumentative research paper is to convince
the audience that the claim is true based on the evidence provided.

Your argumentative research paper will include:

e An outline that follows the skeleton outline provided in the packet.

e A graphic (visual) outline which follows the topics of the skeleton outline provided in the
packet.

e A rough draft.

e A minimum of 20 source cards/notes.

e Peer editing (2).

e A clear thesis statement or statement of purpose.

e A typed title page.

e A typed final draft which includes parenthetical references.

e A typed bibliography or works cited page.

e A 5 page (minimum) argumentative paper that includes parenthetical references and is written
in MLA format. The paper should be free of any punctuation, spelling, capitalization, tense,
subject-verb agreement errors or misuse. It should also be free of any run-on sentences or
fragments. There should be NO use of first person point of view. The paper will be at least 7
typed pages in length after the inclusion of the title page and bibliography/works cited.

e A minimum of 3 sources; only 2 can be Internet sources. Internet sources should not include
wikipedia.com, ask.com, or sites similar to these. You are looking for educational sites. All
of your sources must be cited within the argumentative paper at least once.

e A bibliography/works cited page that includes all of your sources (3 minimum) in correct
MLA format.

e  Present your topic and argument using multiple graphics/visuals as well as a short written
piece on poster board (stand-up poster board is preferred). You should also include a
reflection piece where you reflect on the topic and the assignment. The poster board should
be neat and colorful. If someone sees it, they should be able to identify your topic and your
stance on the argument.

You must:

e  Support your claim using at least 3 pieces of evidence.

e DO NOT PLAGIARIZE; Include a photocopy of any Internet sources.

e  Type the final draft of your argumentative research paper using the typing guidelines that will
be provided for you.









